
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 
  

 

 

17th May 2019 

For immediate release 

 
 

Misleading CPD proposals risk greater complacency by ATV 

users – putting more lives at risk 

The Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries (FCAI) has expressed concerns 

regarding current proposals to modify All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs). 

“A farm is a workplace, and according to Safe Work Australia, agriculture is Australia’s 
most dangerous industry,” said Tony Weber, chief executive of the FCAI. 

 
“An ATV is an important farming tool, which greatly aids the productivity of our 

agricultural sector.  However, if not used correctly, it can pose risks. 
 
“The answer is to make three fundamental behavioural changes to how people work with 

ATVs – behaviours that are plain common sense when using tools in any workplace: 
1. Don’t let children operate the vehicle 

2. Wear a helmet 
3. Educate users. 

 

“It’s as simple as that,” Mr Weber said. 
 

While some organisations and regulators are promoting the fitment of Crush Protection 
Devices (CPDs) to the machines, the FCAI has seen no evidence-based research which 
proves CPDs are the answer. 

 
“Bolting on an unproven device is not a silver bullet making rural workplaces safe.  

Rollover simulation trials and university studies have shown that CPDs have no safety 
benefit in an ATV rollover,” Mr Weber said. 
 

“Surely, a better approach is education of users and the wearing of helmets.  
 

“We need the National Farmers Federation and State and Federal Governments to stop 
messing about with unproven solutions. 
 

“Dangerous and misleading assumptions that CPDs are a safety silver bullet belie reality, 
and risk greater complacency by users of these serious farming tools. 

 

“We need to start educating people on how to use these tools safely and stop needless 

injuries and deaths in our country’s farming community,” Mr Weber said. 
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Go to http://atvsafety.com.au/information/currentwork for ATV-related risk 

assessment examples and worksheets that can be developed for your workplace. 

 

http://atvsafety.com.au/library/publication/document/risk_control_measures_suitable_f
or_atv_use.pdf 

 

Simulation Study Results 
http://www.dri-atv-rops-research.com/ 

 
UNSW User Survey Report 
http://www.quadbike.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/Quad_Workplace_Safety_

Survey_Report.pdf 
 

 

http://www.fcai.com.au/
http://atvsafety.com.au/information/currentwork
http://atvsafety.com.au/library/publication/document/risk_control_measures_suitable_for_atv_use.pdf
http://atvsafety.com.au/library/publication/document/risk_control_measures_suitable_for_atv_use.pdf
http://www.dri-atv-rops-research.com/
http://www.quadbike.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/Quad_Workplace_Safety_Survey_Report.pdf
http://www.quadbike.unsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/uploads/Quad_Workplace_Safety_Survey_Report.pdf

