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Overview 

 Road fatalities in the Northern Territory are highly variable and unpredictable. 
Trend data provides a truer representation of road fatalities and serious injuries in 
the Northern Territory than annual comparisons. 

 In 2012 there were 49 road fatalities. This compares to 45 in 2011 and the ten 
year average (2002-2011) of 50 people.  

 Compared to 2011, in 2012 the Northern Territory’s road fatality rate increased 
from 19.5 to 21.3 road crash deaths for every 100 000 people.  The Australian 
road fatality rate dropped slightly from 5.6 to 5.7 road crash deaths for every  
100 000 people.  

 The Territory has a significantly greater proportion of Indigenous people who are 
over-represented in NT crash statistics and live predominantly in our remote 
areas. The Territory also has a younger population and a large geographical area 
with a vast road network which includes a significant length of unsealed road.  Too 
often, alcohol and speed are a factor. 

Statistical Data  

2012 Annual Statistics 

 Of the 49 fatalities in 2012: 

- 34 (69%) were vehicle occupants (1 unknown driver/passenger); 

- 10 (20%) were pedestrians,  

- 4 (8%) were motorcyclists, and 

- 1 was a cyclist.  

- 7 (14%) were under the age of 25 years; 

- 25 (50%) were Indigenous;  

- 10 (20%) were international or interstate visitors; 

- 35 (71%) were in rural areas; and 

- 22 (45%) were either from run off road or overturned crashes. 

 

 Police have indicated that: 

- 2 (4%) of the crashes involved alcohol  
(Note: This figure is incomplete due to outstanding investigations);  

- 18 (37%) were speed related; 

-  6 (18%) of the 33 driver-passengers were not wearing a seatbelt  
(Note: 7 are undetermined);  and 

- 2 were known to be fatigue related (Note this is difficult to determine). 
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10 year road injury trend data summary (2002-2011) 

 Over the last 10 years 500 people have died on Territory roads and 5092 people 
were seriously injured (treated and taken to hospital). 

 On average, over the last 10 years: 
- 50 people died each year (almost one person per week); and 
- 509 people were seriously injured each year, requiring hospitalisation.   

 Of the fatalities on NT roads: 
- 358 (72%) were occupants of vehicles  (197 drivers, 161 passengers) 

- 100 (20%) were pedestrians  (50% urban, 82% Indigenous) 

- 34 (7%) were motorcyclists  

- 4 were cyclists 

- 4 road users were ‘unknown’ 

- 353 (71%) were male and 147 female;  

- 420 (84%) Territory residents and 80 from interstate or overseas; 

- 164 (33%) under the age of 25 years;  

- 248 (50%) were Indigenous (34% pedestrians, 38% in rural areas) 

- 370 (74%) occurred in rural areas and 26% in urban* areas. 

 Police have indicated that:  (Note: each fatality could have more than one factor) 
- 50% were alcohol related (Note: this figure excludes 2011 - due to outstanding investigations);    

- 51% of the drivers and passengers killed were not wearing a seatbelt;        

- 21% were known to be speed related  (Note: vehicle speed influences all crashes); 

- 5% were known to be fatigue related  (Note: this factor is difficult to conclude) 

 In addition:  
- 55% of all fatal crashes were either single vehicle run off road or overturned;  

- 20% were hit pedestrian crashes; 

- 31% of the fatalities involved and unlicensed driver; 

- Drivers under the age of 25 are overrepresented in our crash statistics; 
(Drivers aged 16-24 make up 20% of licensed drivers and 14% of the 
population but are 33% of driver fatalities). 

- Indigenous people are over represented in our fatality statistics (Indigenous 
people represent 30% of the NT population but are 50% of our fatalities). 

- Males are also over represented. (Males represent around 50% percent of 
population but 71% of fatalities). 
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